*    The Sneeze    *

over her magnificent bosom. But she raised her eye-
brows a fraction and motioned to Theimmazi to
speak.

"My nephew has suddenly gone off his head/ he
began at once. 'You know the ridiculous order about
sneezing. This morning one of the maids of that cattish
Sawlon sneezed. The idiot girl, in her attempt to stifle
it, put her head into a jar. It was like an explosion.
Narathihapate ordered her decapitation. Can you come
and do something?"

Queen Saw slowly folded up the papers and placed
them in a sandalwood box. 'Wait outside/ was all she
said to him. When he was gone she ordered her ladies
to dress her; she would put on her full court costume.
As they busied themselves with her hair, powdered
and scented her face and person, she wondered whether
she was right in interfering. The girl was a nonentity
and evidently stupid into the bargain. No principle of
state was involved. If she took up so insignificant a
case, might it not weaken her authority, give he* less
weight when obliged to make a stand over an impor-
tant matter? But when she reflected on the gross in-
justice, she decided that it could not be allowed to pass
without an effort on her part. She was far from sanguine
of success. It was questionable whether she could
deflect the King if his mood was very dark.

When she was ready, a pointed crown upon her
head, she proceeded to the hall where the court was
being held, Theimmazi having been sent ahead with in-
structions to introduce the subject of the maid at the
first opportunity. There was a gracious sweetness in her
expression, which can only be compared to the smile
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